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An Open Discussion
with Al Gore and Mike Nelson

The Will to Create the Future:
American Library Association, New Orleans Conference
Public Issue #3:

Role of Libraries in Creating Information Community

It is a landmark year for the American Library Association. For the first time
there is an Internet Room. People have been backed up to use the 14 machines --
to check their E-mail, to learn about Internet tools, and to discover the
future.

There is a nervous air about ALA. Librarians are wondering where they fit in the
new information age. It is a healthy nervousness but some worry when Congressma
Jim Moran (VA) is quoted as wondering if the libraries have a role given their
fiscal problems? And some have asked what Rick Boucher's (VA) commitment is to
libraries as he describes the all electronic information future?

HR 1757, the House bill in committee on the NREN, is followed closely and the
emphasis on education, health care, and libraries is applauded. In particular,
people here were glad that the Science Subcommittee reaffirmed the government
role in the information future when they recognized how much good had been done
by creating what was first the ARPA net, and now Internet.

Others around the country are following ARPA's new lead in civilian technology
and trying to map an education and community oriented future under ARPA funding.

Yesterday at 6:05 PM the MARBI committee (Machine-Readable Bibliographic
Information Committee) made a leap forward as they approved Proposal No. 93-12
-- to add Curriculum Information to the USMARC Bibliographic record! Why is
this significant? This approval officially sanctions connecting learning
resources, such as books, software,etc., to the agenda of education. Groups such
as the Education Products Information Exchange (EPIE), the Northwest Ohio
Education Foundation, and private MARC vendors have waited anxiously for this
confirmation.

There were 43 programs at ALA related to information technology and media.
A number of these sessions were introductions to the Internet and to newer
technologies such as CD-ROM and multimedia.

An impassioned presentation was made by Pam Berger (publisher/editor,
Information Searcher) on the many new CD-ROM based products ranging from
National Geographic's Picture Atlas of the World to Microsoft's Cinemania



to review movies.

In another session the guru of hypertext, Neil Larsen, presented an
enlightening vision into arranging information for learning and

productivity. One trick he uses is to break the entire world down in groups
of five items (and below each of those five items). Three or four is just too
few and six or more is too many.

Minutes ago, LITA (Library & Information Technology Association) sponsored a
program entitled "Strategies for Meeting the Connectivity Requirements of the
Future: Practical Advice for Library Planners. At this session Paul Gherman
described the "Electronic Village Project," now underway in Blacksburg, VA.

This project, like others across the country, is attempting to pull together
the electronic information community using resources such as the Cleveland
freenet software, ISDN connections to homes, catalog shopping, home food
delivery by "Peapod," and electronic town meetings.

Like the Indian River project of Florida described in Issue #2 of these
pamphlets, there is a high, community wide energy about the possibilities for
the technology. The regional Bell Operating Company (C&P) have already put
$6.5 million into the project. One of the roles described for libraries is to
provide lower income groups with public access terminals to the system.

In summary,there are a lot of earnest librarians and information oriented people
here who dedicate their lives to helping others find out what they need to know
to work and to grow. The information future will involve the reconstruction of
community involving parents, schools, and the libraries. The sensitivity of

a dedicated librarian should not become lost in the rush to create information
access and highways.
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In the spirit of using the Internet, Internet addresses are provided
for as many participants as I've been able to identify. Please
inform me of any changes.

I am available for any questions about the Internet, Center reports,
and current information technology events. Please call 617-862-7763 or
write:

Dr. W. Curtiss Priest

Center for Information, Technology and Society

19 Diana Lane

Lexington, MA 02173

The following list of recipients has been selected because each of
you understand the power of information technology and, together,
we can make this decade a shining example of using technology to
improve health, learning, welfare, and economic prosperity:

202-395-3261 (FAX) Al Gore, Executive Office of the Vice President,
Vice.President@Whitehouse.gov Washington, DC 20500

202-395-3261 (FAX) Bill Clinton, Executive Office of the President,
President@Whitehouse.gov Washington, DC 20500

202-395-3261 (FAX) Mike Nelson, Executive Office of the Vice President,
Washington, DC 20500



202-395-3261 (FAX) Jack Gibbons, Science Advisor, Assistant to the
President for Science and Technology, and Director for
the Office of Science, Technology and Policy (OSTP)
Executive Office of the President
Washington, DC 20500

/c=us/admd=telemail /prmd=gov+eop/s=hodge/g=mark/Q@sprint.com
David Hodge, White House Computer Coordinator

202-482-2741 (FAX) Rob Stein, Chief of Staff, Department of Commerce, DOC

202-401-0596 (FAX) Richard Riley, Secretary, Department of Education
Goals 2000 Education Project, DOE

mitchell@vdoe386.vakl2ed.edu and mitchel@Rinet.ed.gov
James Mitchell, Senior Associate, Office of

Educational Research and Improvement (OERI), DOE

202-690-7203 (FAX) Robert Reich, Secretary, Department of Labor
Goals 2000 Education Project, DOL

202-690-7203 (FAX) Donna Shalala, Secretary, HHS

lindberg@lhc.nlm.nih.gov Dr. Donald A. B. Lindberg Director,
National Library of Medicine, NIH, HHS

301-402-0244 (FAX) Dr. Thomas Lewis, Information Systems Assoc. Dir.
Warren Grant Magnuson Clinical Center, NIH, HHS

komoski@vax86.liunet.edu Ken Komoski, Executive Director, EPIE (Education
Products Information Exchange)

stevens@cc.gatech.edu Harry Stevens, Pres., Stevens Associates,
father of PARTICIPATE and media-based issue ballots

paul@cni.org Paul Peters, Coalition for Networked Information,
American Research Libraries

mylesgl@edc.org Myles Gordon, V.P., Education Development Center
/g=tommie/s=williams/o=gtees/admd=telemail/c=us/@sprint.com
Frank Withrow, Council of Chief School Officers

and U.S. Department of Education

vcerf@nri.reston.va.us Vinton Cerf, V.P., Corporation for National
Research Initiatives and Pres., Internet Society

geoff miller@wgbh.org Geoffrey P. Miller, Director, Interactive Projects
WGBH Public Television, Boston, MA

cspp@mcimail.com Michele Norman, Computer Systems Policy Project
/g=karen/s=gray/o=gtees/admd=telemail/c=us/@sprint.com
David Crandall, Exec. Dir., The Regional
Laboratory for Education Improvement of the
Northeast & Islands
seymour@media.mit.edu Prof. Seymour Papert, MIT, father of LOGO

maloneleagle.mit.edu Prof. Tom Malone, Director, Center for Coordination



Sciences, MIT

rrhalp@eagle.mit.edu Robert Russman Halperin, Executive Director
Center for Coordination Science, MIT

schrage@media.mit.edu Michael Schrage, Research Affiliate/MIT,
Innovation Writer/Los Angeles Times

psenge@sloan.mit.edu (account not active)
Peter Senge, Director, Organizational Learning
Center, MIT

rmckersi@sloan.mit.edu Prof. Robert Mc Kersie, Assoc. Dean, Sloan
School, MIT

lgarcia@ota.gov Linda Garcia, Project Director, Telecommunications
and Computer Technology Program, OTA, U.S. Congress

jcurlin@ota.gov James Curlin, Program Manager, Telecommunications
and Computing Technology Program, OTA, U.S. Congress

ncarson@ota.gov Nancy Carson, Program Manager, Science, Education,
and Transportation Program, OTA, U.S. Congress

lroberts@ota.gov Linda Roberts, Project Director, Science, Education,
and Transportation Program, OTA, U.S. Congress

weingarten@cs.umd.edu Rick Weingarten, Director, Computer Research
Association

lwilliam@nsf.gov Luther Williams, Assistant Director, Education and
Human Resources, National Science Foundation

bhunter@nsf.gov Bev Hunter, Program Director, Application of
Advanced Technologies, National Science Foundation

dely@nsf.gov Don Ely, Program Director, Dissemination
National Science Foundation

jrc@bitnic.bitnet John Clement, Director, EDUCOM K-12 Networking

Project
cstout@tenet.edu Connie Stout, Director, Texas Education Network, TENET
bob_tinker@terc.edu Bob Tinker, Chief Science Officer, Technical

Educational Research Center, TERC

kahin@hulawl.harvard.edu Brian Kahin, Director
Information Infrastructure Project, Harvard Univ.

zibitm@harvarda.harvard.edu Melanie Goldman, Office of Information
Technology (OIT), Harvard University

neb@mitre.org Nelson E. Bolen, Associate Technical Director
MITRE Corporation

tlbaker@cutcv2.bitnet Prof. Terry L. Baker, Teacher's College

tmglnptn.org Thomas M. Grundner, President
National Public Telecomputing Network



George.Brett@cnidr.org

murphy@lis.unt.edu

smcc@seqgl.loc.gov

cch@Ralawash.org

guermanp@kenyon.edu

bmslib@mitvma.mit.edu

George H. Brett, II, Clearinghouse for Networked
Information and Retrieval, Center for Communications

Prof. Catherine Murphy, Assistant Prof.,School of Library
and Info. Services, Univ. of North Texas

Sally McCallum, Chief, Network Development and MARC
Standards Office, Library of Congress

Carol C. Henderson, Deputy Director, Washington Office,
American Library Association

Paul Gherman, Electronic Village Project, Blacksburg, VA

Dr. W. Curtiss Priest, Director, Center for
Information, Technology and Society



